Bud Beasley

Teacher-Coach
1936-1974

Bud Beasley, an athlete, coach and teacher who influenced thousands of Reno youngsters in a
70-year career as an educator, has died. He was 93. In failing health the past 11 months, Beasley died at
home Saturday.

Bud Beasley Elementary School in Sparks and the athletic complex at Reno High School where Beasley
taught and coached for 38 years are named in his honor.

He was an inspiring man, said state Sen. Bill Raggio, R-Reno, a 1944 Reno High graduate. He just
Really touched the lives of thousands in this area. Everybody looked up to him. He stood for integrity
and what was right. He was a mentor to so many. He will really be missed.

Beasley was known for his good humor, dynamic storytelling and genuine affection for his
students. It was just a genuine pleasure to be associated with this man, said Reno’s Ken Fuijii, who
played football, basketball and baseball for Beasley and later joined him on the Reno High coaching
staff. He was always jovial and a lot of fun to be around, yet always very professional. He would do
anything for you. In or out of school, on or off the court, he was the same person just a first-class man.

Beasley was born Dec. 8, 1910, in Melrose, N.M. He was raised in Santa Cruz, Calif., and was a
star athlete at Santa Cruz High. His high school coach, former Nevada All-American James “Rabbit”
Bradshaw, encouraged Beasley to attend the college in Reno. He played football, basketball and baseball
at Nevada, graduating in 1934. His career as an educator had started the year before when he worked as
a student-teacher at Mary S. Doten Elementary School. He taught at Reno’s Northside Junior High in
1934, then Battle Mountain High School in 1935 before returning to Reno in 1936 to join the staff at
Reno High School.

His legacy is so darned deep it’s absolutely amazing, said Reno historian Neal Cobb, a 1958 Reno
High grad. He shared his talents with class after class after class. He never forgot a name or a face. He
attended every reunion. Everything he did was to add to the quality of everyone’s life. During World
War Il, Beasley sent a constant stream of letters to the Reno High boys serving overseas.

An outstanding athlete, Beasley played professional baseball in the summers. A left-handed
pitcher, he played for the Sacramento Solons and the Seattle Pilots of the old Pacific Coast League, the
top West Coast league in the days before.

Major League Baseball moved West. His love and appreciation for the game of baseball was
second to none, said Fred Dallimore, the star pitcher on Beasley’s 1962 state championship baseball
team at Reno High and the longtime baseball coach at UNLV. He was one of the most knowledgeable
baseball guys I've ever known. He was just the type of guy you truly enjoyed playing the game for,
Dallimore said. He had the best outlook on life, always positive. He coached the same way.



He just loved kids and he loved to teach, said Bob Benson, a longtime coach, teacher and
administrator in Washoe County schools who knew Beasley for 50 years. He was especially good with
the disadvantaged kids, the special ed kids. He just had a knack with them and they really took to him.

After leaving Reno High in 1974, Beasley taught adaptive physical education to special needs
children at several schools. He taught history and American government courses at Washoe High School,
an alternative school with mostly at-risk students, until he became ill a year ago.

Beasley and his wife, Nellie, cared for dozens of foster children through the years and adopted
17 children.

It's a testament to his life, the fact that he spent his life helping other people, said Reno High baseball
coach Pete Savage. That’s really a measure of a man and he’s an outstanding example of that. He was
just an unbelievable human being.

Beasley is survived by his wife of 67 years and brother Oral "Tex" Beasley of Pacific Grove, Calif.

A public visitation will be Friday from 3 to 7 p.m. at Ross Burke & Knoble Mortuary, 2155 Kietzke Lane.
The family has suggested memorial contributions be sent to the

Reno High School Alumni Association Scholarship Fund

P.O. Box 5807

Reno NV 89513.



